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A PDF version of this issue to distribute to your rooms, or to print out for easier reading, 
will be available after last day of the month. 

 

Thoughts From The Trustees – Current and Past 

 

Disclaimer – The Trustee Line is a function of the Board of Trustees of Gamblers 
Anonymous. It is intended solely as a forum for members of the Board of Trustees to 
share opinions on issues related to Gamblers Anonymous. Any postings in this or any 
other edition of the Trustee Line are not to be construed as the opinion of Gamblers 
Anonymous, as a whole. The publication of any items on the Trustee Line does not 
constitute an endorsement or statement of approval or acknowledgment by 
Gamblers Anonymous of what the contents are. 

 

The subjects listed below are themes that have been submitted by other Trustees. You may 
respond to any of them, or start an entirely new subject 
  

Subjects that receive submissions from at least 13 different people, will trigger an email 
blast to all the current and past Trustees, signifying a ‘Hot Topic Alert’ on the Trustee Line. 
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1.  Trustee Elections 

May 1, 2020 – 1:18pm 

May Greetings, Everyone, 

I wanted to respond to April entries by Pat M and Stuart B regarding trustee elections. 
First, as far as I can see, our Gamblers Anonymous Guidance Code only refers to July 1st as 
the starting date of a trustee’s term. The elections of trustees must be held “prior to May 
15th”. Also, each area “on or before June 1st, shall notify the International Executive 
Secretary of the International Service Office (I.S.O.) of the Trustee and/or Trustees elected.” 

There are no “what If” provisions allowing for a change under any circumstances. (We may 
want to look into such a provision at a future BOT meeting) Even a quick-response meeting 
won’t do. Guidance Code changes can only be made by a vote of the BOT at 2 consecutive 
meetings. However, if you’ll read my April submission, we in Area 13 voted to temporarily 
change our Intergroup Guidelines (AKA By-Laws), which mandated either a show of hands 
or a closed ballot. All that’s required for a temporary change to an intergroup’s voting 
procedure is a majority vote at one intergroup meeting, whether physical or conference 
call. 

Your friend in recovery, 

John B – Trustee – Area 13 – Pennsylvania 

 


